Myocardial perfusion scanning with thallium--201 for the non-invasive diagnosis of coronary artery disease.
Thallium--201 myocardial perfusion scanning has been evaluated in Australia in patients with coronary artery disease. Myocardial scans reliably detect both acute myocardial infarction and the transient myocardial ischaemia of angina pectoris. The non-invasive nature, ease of study, and the ability to scan patients with conventional cameras makes thallium--201 an attractive additional diagnostic agent for patients with suspected coronary artery disease. Although thallium--201 reliably indicates perfusion defects in the myocardium, its diagnostic use at the moment should be reserved to clarify such diagnostic problems in patients with coronary artery disease which cannot be satisfactorily explained by conventional investigation.